Section 75.511, 30 C.F.R., provides:

No electrical work shall be performed
on low, medium, or high-voltage dis-
tribution circuits or equipment,
except by a qualified person or by a
person trained to perform electrical
work and to maintain electrical equip-
ment under the direct supervision of
a qualified person.  Disconnecting
devices shall be locked out arid
suitably tagged by the persons who
perform such work, except that in
cases where locking out is not
possible, such devices shall be
opened and suitably tagged by such
persons.  Locks or tags shall be
removed only by the persons who
installed them or, if such persons
are unavailable, by persons authorized
by the operator or his agent.

Dean Lundy was not a qualified person under 30 C.F.R.
75.511-1 and 30 C.F.R. 75.153.  At the time of the accident,
Steve Long had not required the system to be locked out and
there is no indication of any electrical supervision at that
time.  I conclude that "direct supervision" within the meaning
of the regulations would require that the circuit be deenergized
and examined by a qualified person and the unqualified person's
work be examined prior to reenergizing the circuit.  Neither
of these things was done in this case.

I find that Lundy's supervisor, Harlan Belt, permitted
Lundy to attempt the splice change1by failing to order him
specifically not to work on the pilot line after Lundy told
Belt the following:

... I'll go up there and get the
other end of it ready, and I'll make
sure the clamps and everything is knocked
off, and clear and all we have to
do is take the box off and move
it down here and hook it up.

Considering management's lax safety attitude toward
working on the energized pilot line and permitting nonqualified0 is
